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tion was along the eastern Maine coast and in the Bay of Fundy Topic 9. Whale-Vessel in late summer, and that
some animals made a coastwide north-Interactions south seasonal migration in spring and autumn. that
began in Sighting survey methodology experiments At WHOI, researchers analyzed over 25 yr ( 1957-82 ) of 1987
by NEFSC researchers ( see Topic 12 ) improved the observations on responses of large cetaceans to human-
induced of seasonal distribution, better defining the documentation stimuli in waters in and around Cape Cod
Bay. Results of these southern edge of the summer range and the northeastern analyses indicated that the
reactions of whales to human distribution pattern of the species. activities vary by species, and may vary within
a species over time: the minke whale remained generally uninterested and undis-turbed by vessel traffic; fin
whale behavior changed from Topic 12. Harbor Porpoise Survey and often negative to much more uninterested
and uninterested Methodology less often negative; northern right whale behavior remained about the same,
their responses were nearly equally distributed between uninterested and negative reactions; and the
humpback Beginning in 1987, the NEFSC conducted experimental changed from mixed responses in earlier
years to more positive line-transect harbor porpoise surveys in the Gulf of Maine. The objectives of these surveys
were to test line-transect sighting responses in recent years. methods using two teams of observers. Preliminary
results of these studies indicated that harbor porpoise elicited negative response to the survey vessel,...
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