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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Calendar of the Letter-Books: Preserved Among the
Archives of the Corporation of the City of London at the Guildhall, 1904 Letter-Book F - known as the Red Book
before the series of which it forms a part was named after the letters of the alphabet - comprises, roughly
speaking, a period of fifteen years, viz., from A.D. 1337 to 1352, although the records of Infangthef, as already
noted, are carried down to 1409. Throughout this period the countries of England and France, except for short
intervals, were at war over the possession of the Duchy of Aquitaine and the claim of Edward lll. to the French
crown. Soon after his accession Edward had sent ambassadors to France to treat for peace, and a peace had
been concluded (31 March, 1327), the French King (Charles IV.) agreeing to surrender certain lands that had
been seized in Aquitaine. On the latter s death, which occurred early in the following year, Edward had
challenged the right of Philip de Valois to the crown of France, claiming it for himself by right of his mother, a
daughter of a former occupier of the French throne. So far from strenuously supporting his claim, Edward
allowed it to fall into abeyance, and in May, 1329, he informed the citizens of his intention to cross over to
France to do homage to the French King for the Duchy of Guienne. The relations between the two countries
continued strained in spite of all efforts to bring about a complete understanding. Philip made frequent
encroachments on Aquitaine, and goaded Edward to make preparations for war by the favour he displayed
towards the Kings enemies...
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