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North Carolina: Held in Greenville, March 1830 And it is to be borne in mind, that the causes which have hitherto
operated, and engendered so much detriment, if not arrested, will still continue to operate, and to propagate
their pernicious consequences, in an increased ratio. In proportion as the neighbouring States, by their present
enlightened policy, multiply the facilities for improving candidates for the Ministry, and increase the demand
among their Churches, for Pastors of superior qualifications, in that same proportion will they augment their
liability to extract from us, whatever of talent and attainment may grow up amongst us. And in proportion as
society advances in intellectual acquirements, and as other Denominations present their Ministers of cultivated
manners and enlightened minds, just in that same proportion, our Ministry, and of course our Churches, must
fall behind in power and respectability; and there is nothing short of a miracle, that can avert the threatened
mischief, but a seasonable and well directed eHort to do away the causes of evil already considered. The
Baptists of North Carolina may inveigh against education, and the claims of Ministers, and the employment of
Missionaries - and they may go on to persuade themselves, that God s Ministers shall be compelled to preach,
whether supported or not; and that God will do his own work, in his own time, independently of human agency;
while their brethren of other States are draining away their eHicient Ministers, and those of other
denominations are coming in and possessing the land; but they have got to learn, at last, that there is no way of
preventing the...
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