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New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Let us consider this on how the early Christians worshipped: It can be
clearly proved that the manner of celebrating the holy sacrifice of the Mass was from the first in all essentials
the same as it is now. The Apostle Paul writes: We have an altar whereof they have no power to eat who serve
the tabernacle. (Heb. xiii. 10.) Now everyone knows that in the Christian religion there is not, and never has there
been, any sacrifice but the holy sacrifice of the Mass. Justin Martyr gives a description of the manner of
celebrating Christian worship in his time: On the prayers being ended the kiss of peace is exchanged. Then
bread, together with a cup containing wine and water, is given to the bishop. Taking it in his hands, he gives
praise and glory to the Father in the name of the Son and of the Holy Ghost, and recites an expressive prayer of
thanksgiving for the giFs bestowed on us. At the conclusion of this prayer the people answer aloud: Amen, i. e.,
so be it. Thereupon the ministers, whom we call deacons, distribute the bread, the wine and water, that has
been consecrated by the giving of thanks, to all present, and they also carry it to those who are absent. This
food we call the Eucharist; none may partake of it except those who have been baptized for the forgiveness of
sins and the inheritance of eternal life, and who live in accordance with the precepts of Jesus Christ. For we do
not receive this as if it were common bread or common drink, but, as Jesus Christ by the word of...
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