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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from The American Stage of to-Day: Biographies and
Photographs of One Hundred Leading Actors and Actresses It is a self-evident proposition that, primarily and
naturally, the general public is less interested in the Theatre of the Past and in the Theatre of the Future than it
is in the Theatre of the Present. Laudator temporis acti is considered a bore and is designated a back number.
The prophet is viewed as a dreamer and is dismissed as a fool. The present eye, says Shakespeare, praises the
present object. Yet, probably, it would not be denied, even by the most ardent enthusiast of the Present, that the
possession of ample, exact, and particular knowledge of the Theatre of Yesterday is essential to persons whose
vocation is the management of the Theatre of To-day. Theatrical history, therefore, it can be reasoned,
possesses a practical value, and, because of its practical value, ought to be fully and accurately written.
Students of the Theatre of the distant Past are, meanwhile, aware that the chronicles of it, while large in
quantity, and various in form, are diffuse in method, often contradictory, widely scattered, silent as to some
important matters, and vexatiously indefinite as to others; and, furthermore, that those chronicles are, for the
most part, secluded from the reach of all persons except antiquarians, in files of old periodicals, or on the dim
and dusty shelves of more or less inaccessible libraries. Such students also know that those chronicles, when
discovered and explored, are often found to be unsatisfactory, because of their lack of minute, specific
information, and also because of their ill-digested opinion. Various adjectives could be found, relative to...
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