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The text speaks of a famine of the word of the Lord to come.
Such a famine, already wide-spread in our land, assumes more
alarming features, as we contemplate our near future. It will
come, not directly as a judgment from Gods hand, but, in part,
as the result of God s favor toward us, in the unequalled growth
and prosperity of the country, and, especially, in the subjugation
of the rebellion. One in-pouring tide of migration has been
constantly setting westward, while the whole south, just
beginning to be opened to free speech and free institutions,
presents a field appalling for its vastness and its destitution. At
the same time, the number of those who should proclaim the
word of the Lord is diminishing, not only relatively, but
absolutely. We cannot hope that, by any effort now possible, the
supply can be made to overtake the demand. Multitudes must
famish and die,...
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