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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1921 edition. Excerpt: .of earlier decisions, and in many of them the reasoning of
the diCerent Judges taking part is so discordant as to make it quite impossible to say that the particular
decision is based upon any clear principle. I do not propose to trace the history of the cases or discuss them in
detail. Most of them are dealt with in a valuable book, Robson, Trespasses and Injuries by Animals, 1915. In one
of the la.ter decisions, Osborne v. Clwcqueel, 1896 2 Q.B. 109, the then Chief Justice of England, Lord Russell of
Killowen, thus laments (pp. 110, 111): I do not say that the law is in a satisfactory condition; Ilthink it is
unsatisfactory. It would, in my opinion, be more in accordance with sound reason and principle to make a nian
responsible for what his dog did. have not, however, to decide whether the law in this respect is satisfactory or
unsatisfactory, but only to say what it is as applied to the particular case before us. He then refers to the fact
that an attempt had been made in the House of Commons to change the law, but that the attempt was
unsuccessful. I n some of the earlier cases the view is taken that the owner of a beast is as liable for any trespass
committed by it as he would be had the trespass been committed by himself. This ruling is founded on sound
logic and good sense, and still...
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