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National Guard of the United States, 1916 The call of June 18, 1916, followed so close upon the passage of the
act of June 3, 1916, that there had not been enough time for the thorough consideration by the War
Department of the new law in all of its bearings. The operation and effects of the new law in respect to
mobilization and muster in were still less well known to mustering officers and State officials. Some mistakes
were made but as a rule where quick decisions had to be made by mustering officers correct judgment was
displayed. The second call was made to include both the National Guard and the Organized Militia, since the
latter had not in all cases been converted into the former and as it was held that the old law had not been
superseded or impaired by the new law in respect to the obligations contracted under the old to perform
Federal service under a call of the President. Under this ruling members of the Organized Militia were held to
service under the call regardless of whether or not they had taken the new oath. A few mustering officers and
State officials made the mistake of assuming that a member of the Organized Militia might release himself
from service under the call by refraining from taking the new oath. Some confusion was caused by efforts
made to change State mobilization points after the call was made. Experience also shows that a number of
mobilization points were not well suited to the purpose. The small number of distributing points for
quartermaster supplies caused...
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