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indexed. Not illustrated. 1915 Excerpt: .in the open air, for the benefit of a local charity. This she consented to
do, and, on a night in August, in the grounds of the Rectory, under an almost full moon, she and Robertson
played two scenes from Romeo and Juliet, acting on a platform erected among trees. The attendance was
large and the effect of the performance was considered fine. An enthusiastic spectator wrote a glowing account
of the incident and sent it to Edmund Yates s London newspaper, The World, in which it was published, and it
was widely read. Among the readers of that article was Lady Archibald Campbell, a devotee of the Drama and
specially interested in amateur theatrical performances. After some correspondence with Robertson, Lady
Campbell arranged an out-door representation of As You Like It, in which, | believe, professional as well as
amateur performers participated, and in which she assumed the part of Orlando. An open-air presentment of
the comedy was, later, given under the direction of the artist and antiquarian Edward W. Godwin, and still later
the plan was adopted by Ben Greet. Thus the casual acting of scenes from Romeo and Juliet, in a rectory
garden in a remote Cornish village, led to the many so-called Pastoral Performances of As You Like It, and other
plays, which, since, have occurred in America as well as in England and elsewhere. As You Like It is not better
adapted to outdoor representation than are several other of Shakespeare...
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