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testified to the universal sense, entertained in the Colonies, of
the injustice and oppressiveness of the several Acts of the
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Colonies, not for the purpose of regulating the trade, but with
the sole intention of raising a revenue; defended the action of
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the last House in acquainting Mr. Charles Townshend, as has
been seen, had hoped to obtain the acquiescence of the
Colonies in his recent legislation by reason of the distinction
which they had been accustomed to urge between regulations
of commerce and impositions for revenue. His measure
unavoidably revived the momentous practical questions,
hitherto only superficially treated, respecting the soundness of
this distinction and the extent to which it was applicable. Mr.
Townshend had relinquished the benefit of it for his Act when
he announced it in the Preamble to be an...
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