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chapters were written as a dissertation for the doctorate in the Department of English, Columbia University. The
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volume; but with the growth of the introductory material, it became apparent that this alone would be
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arbitrarily planned and presented. The writer is under obligation to Professor George Philip Krapp, Professor
William Peterfield Trent, and Professor Harry Morgan Ayres, of the Department of English at Columbia, all of
whom have read the manuscript and given him generous and valuable help. He owes much also to the
personal kindness of Mr. Frederic W. Erb, of the Columbia Library, and Mr. C. W. Kennedy, of the British
Museum, and to the courtesy of the officials of the Library of Congress and the libraries at Yale and Cornell.
About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at
This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology
to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the
aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated
in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that
remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of such historical works.
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