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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1912 edition. Excerpt: . LECTURE IV THE INFLUENCE OF THE KING JAMES VERSION
ON ENGLISH LITERATURE npHE Bible is a b-Ook - making book. It is literature which provokes literature. It
would be a pleasure to survey the whole field of literature in the broadest sense and to note the creative power
of the King James version; but that is manifestly impossible here. Certain limitations must be frankly made.
Leave on one. side, therefore, the immense body of purely religious literature, sermons, expositions,
commentaries, which, of course, are the direct product of the Bible. No book ever caused so much discussion
about itself and its teaching. That is because it deals with the fundamental human interest, religion. It still
remains true that the largest single department of substantial books from our English presses is in the realm of
religion, and after the purely recreative literature they are probably most widely read. Yet, they are not what we
mean at this time by the literary result of the English Bible. Leave on one side also the very large body of
political and historical writing. Much of it shows Bible influence. In the nature of the case, any historian of the
past three hundred years must often refer to and quote from the English Bible, and must note its influence. An
entire study could be devoted to the influence of the English Bible on Green or Bancroft or Freeman or Prescott-
-its influence on their matter and their manner. Another...
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