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Createspace, United States, 2014. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 279 x 216 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****THE cumulative labours of Vanbrugh and Capability Brown have
succeeded at Blenheim in setting an Italian palace in an English park without apparent incongruity. The
combination of these different ideas, each singly attractive, produces a remarkable effect. The palace is severe
in its symmetry and completeness. Nothing has been added to the original plan; nothing has been taken away.
The approaches are formal; the wings are balanced; four equal towers maintain its corners; and the fantastic
ornaments of one side are elaborately matched on the other. Natural simplicity and even confusion are, on the
contrary, the characteristic of the park and gardens. Instead of that arrangement of gravel paths, of
geometrical flower-beds, and of yews disciplined with grotesque exactness which the character of the house
would seem to suggest, there spreads a rich and varied landscape. Green lawns and shining water, banks of
laurel and fern, groves of oak and cedar, fountains and islands, are conjoined in artful disarray to offer on
every side a promise of rest and shade. And yet there is no violent contrast, no abrupt dividing-line between the
wildness and freshness of the garden and the pomp of the architecture. The whole region is as rich in history as
in charm; for the antiquity of Woodstock is not measured by a thousand years, and Blenheim is heir to all the
memories of Woodstock. Here Kings-Saxon, Norman, and Plantagenet-have held their Courts. Ethelred the
Unready, Alfred the Great, Queen Eleanor, the Black Prince, loom in vague majesty out of the past. Woodstock
was notable before the Norman Conquest. It was already a borough when the Domesday Book was being
compiled. The park was walled to...
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