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Dernier jour d un condamnE]Victor HugoTranslated by Eugenia De BThe Last Day of a Condemned Man
(French: Le Dernier Jour d un CondamnE) is a short novel by Victor Hugo first published in 1829. The novel
recounts the thoughts of a man condemned to die. Victor Hugo wrote this novel to express his feelings that the
death penalty should be abolished.At the head of the earlier editions of this work, published at first without the
name of the author, there was nothing but the following lines. There are two ways of accounting for the
existence of this work. Either there really has been found a bundle of yellow, ragged, papers, on which were
inscribed, exactly as they came, the last thoughts of a wretched being; or else there has been a man, a dreamer,
occupied in observing nature for the advantage of art, a philosopher, a poet, who, having been seized with
these forcible ideas, could not rest until he had given them the tangible form of a volume. Of these two
explanations, the reader will choose that which he prefers. As is seen, at the time when this book was first
published, the author did not deem fit to give publicity to the full extent of his thoughts. He preferred waiting to
see whether the work would be fully understood. It has been. The author may now, therefore, unmask the
political and social ideas, which he wished to render popular under this harmless literary guise. He avows
openly, that The Last Day of a Condemned is only a pleading, direct or indirect, as is preferred, for the...
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